
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA,

HELD THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2015

The Honorable Council of the City of Huntsville, Alabama

met in regular session on Thursday, November 5, 2015, at

6 p.m., in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building,

there being present: 

President:  Culver

Councilpersons: Robinson, Kling, Showers 

Councilpersons Absent: Russell

Mayor: Battle
  

City Administrator: Hamilton

Deputy City Attorney: Cates

City Clerk-Treasurer: Hagood

President Culver called the meeting to order.  

Councilman Showers led the invocation; Councilman Kling

led the pledge of allegiance.

President Culver asked that the record reflect that

Councilman Russell was not in attendance at the meeting.

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Council on

October 22, 2015, were approved as submitted.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Resolutions and Special Recognitions.

President Culver recognized Mayor Battle.

Mayor Battle asked Mr. Kenny Anderson to come forward for
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the recognition of the CAFY Young Citizen of the Month.

Mr. Anderson asked Ryan Phillips to come forward, noting

that he was the STAR 99.1/CAFY Young Citizen of the Month.  He

asked the other team members to come forward as well.

Mr. Anderson stated that this had been a tough decision

because there were so many quality nominees, but that they were

happy to honor Ryan at this time.

Mr. Anderson stated that Ryan was an 11th grade student at

Huntsville High School, and that on October 20th, he had earned

the rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts of America.  He

stated that Ryan had been a member of Troop 343 for the past

five years and had been participating in Scouting for the prior

10 years.  He stated that as part of his path to Eagle Scout,

he had completed a highly complex and challenging service

project for the Land Trust of North Alabama.  He continued that

Ryan had designed, acquired materials, and rebuilt

approximately 400 meters of walking trail on the west side of

Green Mountain, including a new bridge and redoing the trailbed

for most of the project.  He stated that over the course of

five months, Ryan had completed this difficult task, displaying

team leadership and answering to the needs of multiple

stakeholders.

Mr. Anderson stated that in addition to this, Ryan had

completed almost 500 hours of community service in the past

five years.

Mr. Anderson introduced the STAR 99.1/CAFY Young Citizen
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of the Month, Ryan Phillips, and congratulated him.  He stated

that there were a few people present who would also like to

thank Ryan.

Dr. Harry Hobbs stated that on behalf of Huntsville

Utilities and its CEO, Mr. Jay Stowe, they wanted to give back

to him a little for all the hard work he had done in the

community.  He stated that the presentation included something

for his mind, body, and soul, as well as for his finances.  He

stated that they certainly appreciated everything he had done

for the community.

Ms. Clarene Teage-Johnson of the Human Relations

Commission of the City of Huntsville stated that on behalf of

the Commission and the Mayor of the great city of Huntsville,

she would like to present Ryan with his certificate.  She

thanked him for his outstanding service to the community.

Mr. Buzz Stephens of STAR 99.1 stated that, from one

Boy Scout to another, he wanted Ryan to know he was very proud

of him.  He stated that reaching the rank he had reached was

amazing, noting that it was a dedicated process, and that he

was very proud of him for that.  He stated that as a Boy Scout,

they were always prepared, and that Ryan should be prepared for

his future and what he did in every endeavor.  He made a

presentation to him and congratulated him.

Captain Jeffrey Rice stated that, from one Eagle Scout to

another, he wanted to congratulate Ryan on being the

CAFY Young Citizen of the Month and for attaining the rank of
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Eagle Scout.  He stated that on behalf of Chief Mark McMurray

and the entire Huntsville Police Department, he wanted to

commend Ryan for a job well done.  He stated that they asked

that he continue to be a guiding light and an example to the

community and to stand forward and be bold as a leader.  He

thanked him for his service.

Mayor Battle presented a coin from the City to Ryan,

noting that this coin went to persons who did something special

to make the city a better place.  He congratulated him on being

named the CAFY Young Citizen of the Month, noting that this was

a well-earned recognition, something he had earned, not

something he had been given.  He thanked him for all he had

done to make the city a better place.

Mayor Battle asked Dr. Hobbs if he would come forward

again, at this time to present some awards to the Team Redstone

Army Ten-Miler Team.

Mayor Battle stated that this team had won nine years

consecutively at the AUSA convention.  He stated that they held

a huge 10-mile race, and that Team Redstone had won time and

time again.

Mayor Battle asked that the Ten-Miler team members in the

audience also come forward.

Dr. Hobbs stated that on behalf of the team, he wanted to

say that they were very privileged to represent the city of

Huntsville.  He continued that they could not do this without

the support of the community, working together, noting that
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they had such a great community that loved the military and

supported them in every way, and that that made them feel as if

they were No. 1, so that they put in the training and dedicated

themselves so persons would understand that the Rocket City

would try their best at all times, put their best foot forward

to work hard.

Dr. Hobbs stated that they had a person on the team,

Brandon York, who had finished 10th overall out of more than

26,000 runners, that he had run the Ten-Miler in an Olympic

time of 51 minutes, to lead them to victory for the 9th year in

a row.  He stated that this had never been done before in the

history of the Army Ten-Miler.  He continued that in addition

to that, they had won double championships seven years in a

row, All-Comers as well as Government Agency.  He stated that

the record books continued to be written by this team.

Dr. Hobbs introduced the members of the team.

Mayor Battle made presentations to the team members and

congratulated them on their outstanding success.

President Culver read and introduced a resolution honoring

Kenneth Anderson for his years of service in the community and

his 25 years on the radio, with a celebration to be held

November 7, 2015, at the First Seventh-Day Adventist Church, as

follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-821)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by
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Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted by the Council

members present.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Announcements.

President Culver stated that he would like to take this

opportunity to make public the Boards and positions to which

the Council members had been appointed.

President Culver stated that there were two appointments

to the Top of Alabama Regional Council of Governments, and that

these were Councilwoman Robinson and Councilman Showers.

President Culver stated that the appointment to the

Community Action Agency of Huntsville, Madison & Limestone

Counties would be accepted by the Chair. 

President Culver stated that the appointment to the

Advisory Commission on Accessibility would be accepted by the

Chair.

President Culver stated that there were two appointments

to the City of Huntsville Insurance Committee, and that these

were Councilman Showers and Councilman Kling.

President Culver stated that Councilman Showers was

appointed Chairperson of the Finance Committee, and that

Councilman Kling was appointed Vice Chairperson.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Public Hearings to be Held.

President Culver stated that it was the time and place in

the meeting for a public hearing regarding a private
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subdivision, Sanders Hill Phase 2 at McMullen Cove.

President Culver recognized Mr. Jim McGuffey, Manager of

Planning Services. 

Mr. McGuffey stated that this concerned a new phase to an

existing subdivision, Sanders Hill Phase 2 at McMullen Cove. 

He continued that it was an 18-lot subdivision.  He stated that

the zoning ordinance required that the Council approve all

private subdivisions.

President Culver asked if there was anyone in the audience

who would like to address the Council on this specific matter.

There was no response.

President Culver stated that the public hearing was

closed.

Councilwoman Robinson read and introduced a resolution

approving Saunders Hill Phase 2 at McMullen Cove as a private

subdivision, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-822)

Councilwoman Robinson moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers.

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion

of this matter.

There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

resolution, and it was unanimously adopted by the Council

members present.
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President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Public Hearings to Be Set.

Councilman Showers read and introduced a resolution

setting a public hearing on an ordinance rezoning property

lying east of US Highway 431 South and on the south side of

Caldwell Lane from Residence 1-A District to Residence 1-B

District, at the December 17, 2015, Regular Council Meeting, as

follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-823)

Councilman Showers moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

Councilman Showers read and introduced Ordinance

No. 15-824, rezoning property lying east of US Highway 431

South and on the south side of Caldwell Lane from Residence 1-A

District to Residence 1-B District.

Councilman Kling read and introduced a resolution setting

a public hearing on an ordinance zoning newly annexed property

lying north of Caldwell Lane and on the east side of Drake Road

as Residence 1-A District, at the December 17, 2015, Regular

Council Meeting, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-825)

Councilman Kling moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted by the Council

members present.
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Councilman Kling read and introduced Ordinance No. 15-826,

zoning newly annexed property lying north of Caldwell Lane and

on the east side of Drake Road as Residence 1-A District.

Councilman Kling read and introduced a resolution setting

a public hearing on an ordinance zoning newly annexed property

lying on the east side of US Highway 231-431 North and on the

north and south sides of George Chapman Drive as Highway

Business C-4 District, at the December 17, 2015, Regular

Council Meeting, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-827)

Councilman Kling moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted by the Council

members present.

Councilman Kling read and introduced Ordinance No. 15-828,

zoning newly annexed property lying on the east side of

US Highway 231-431 North and on the north and south sides of

George Chapman Drive as Highway Business C-4 District.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Communications from the Public.  He stated that as persons’

names were called, they should go to the microphone and state

their name and address, and they would have three minutes to

address the Council. 

Ms. Sarah Brown, 504 Bain Drive, appeared before the

Council, stating that first and foremost, she would like to

thank the City Council for providing her the opportunity to
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speak.

Ms. Brown stated that although she was personally zoned

for District 3, she had a child who attended the Academy for

Academics & Arts, which had recently occupied the old

Ed White Middle School building on Sparkman Drive.  She stated

that they were thrilled and thankful for the time, attention,

and funding the City School System had put into the remodel,

and that it had been a great transition.  She stated that the

issue she would be speaking about actually lay outside of the

school.  

Ms. Brown stated that, as she was sure the Council members

were aware, the Ed White Middle School was across the street

from a community women's clinic.  She stated that the clinic

brought its share of protesters, and that while it was

completely within their First Amendment rights to protest, and

they had filed the proper paperwork with the City, they were

bringing a Westboro Baptist Church level of tactics to get

their message across.  She stated that these persons camped

daily in front of the school, complete with props and abhorrent

signs, and that they were a safety hazard to children and

drivers trying to safely get to and from the school.

Ms. Brown stated that regardless of personal stances on

the pro-life and pro-choice debate, the parents were united in

wanting these persons removed from the school grounds.  She

stated that the protesters often told the parents when they

tried to reason with them that they should have supported the
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2,000-foot buffer zone legislation that would prohibit a clinic

from existing within 2,000 feet of a school.  She stated that

she would like to make the point that the problem was not the

clinic, that it was the protesters.

Ms. Brown stated that one could imagine the shock and

disgust in picking up one's child from school, a school that

they were extremely proud of and had sat on a waiting list to

get into, and having to wade through signs such as "Babies Are

Murdered Here," "Black Babies Matter Too," and "Dirty Tables;

Dirtier Deeds."

Ms. Brown stated that children local to the neighborhood

were forced to wade through these often aggressive individuals

who occupied the sidewalk, leaving children as young as five to

make the decision to walk in the mud behind them or in the busy

street in front of them to get home.

Ms. Brown stated that the protesters' signs and props were

often large, serving as a distraction and an intrusion into the

sight line of drivers entering and exiting the parking lots.

Ms. Brown stated that they were not asking that these

persons cease protesting, that they acknowledged it was their

Constitutional right to do so, but they were asking that they

cease protesting during the times that children were often out

and about.  She continued that drop-off time was 7:30 to

8:00 a.m. and pick-up time was 3:00 to 3:30 p.m.  She stated

that this would allow children to travel home safely, and the

drivers to see unimpaired.  She stated that they felt they were
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on school property, anyway, and that precedent had already been

set for amending laws to protect the children, such as enacting

school zones, school traffic zones, during those times.

Ms. Brown stated that her sincere hope was that the

City Council would agree that children should not be the target

of this rhetoric, and, instead, should be protected from the

issues irrelevant to their education.  She stated that as her

seven-year-old had said as they were trying to exit the parking

lot and being shouted at by the protesters, "I don't

understand.  I am just trying to go to school."

Ms. Brown stated that as an alumna of the Huntsville

magnet system and as someone who understood the history of its

creation, she found this to be a blemish on the otherwise

sterling reputation of an iconic Huntsville education landmark. 

She stated that the parents were speaking of a solution that

would work for both parties.  She continued that the climate at

the school was reaching such that some parents were debating

even staying at the school.

Ms. Brown stated that on a personal note, as someone who

served as an unofficial ambassador for persons looking to

relocate to Huntsville, she pointed to the magnet system as a

shining spot in the education system of Alabama.  She continued

that when these persons toured the school, this was what they

were met with.  She stated that she was looking for help from

the Council, to take action where they could before this

further impacted an otherwise outstanding school.
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President Culver asked Ms. Cates as related to

Ms. Brown's inquiry regarding the times, and not trying to

regulate whether or not the protesters could protest, but

concerning the times, which he believed were stated as 7:30 to

8:00 a.m. and 3:00 to 3:30 p.m., when the kids were going to

school and when they were leaving school, if this was something

the City of Huntsville had the authority to regulate.  He asked

further if this was something Ms. Cates would like to research

and get back with the Council concerning.

Ms. Cates stated that she believed they would have to

approach it from a public safety standpoint, noting that they

could ask the Police Department to review the matter.  She

continued that it was a First Amendment issue, that the

protesters did have a Special Events permit, and they had been

given the times.  She stated that they could certainly review

this situation.

President Culver asked Ms. Brown if she would make sure

that someone, perhaps from the Police Department,

Chief McMurray or his representative, got her contact

information.

Ms. Brown stated that she would certainly do so.

President Culver recognized Councilwoman Robinson.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that she believed she had

heard Ms. Brown say that this was occurring on school property. 

She asked Ms. Brown if that was correct.

Ms. Brown stated that she was not sure what the permit
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actually allowed, that she had not looked into the legality of

what their permit actually enabled.  She continued that,

however, it was on the sidewalk in front of the school, where

persons would enter and exit to drop off their children for the

school day.  She stated that they would not allow smoking on

that property, that persons would be told, "The school says no

smoking on this campus."  She stated that, however, these

persons were still there.  She continued that at times the

school crossing guard was unable to get through these persons

to get to her post because of their occupation of the sidewalk.

Ms. Cates stated that they would review the permit and see

that they were where they were allowed to be.

Mr. Hamilton stated that their permit would not allow them

to be on school property, that it was in the public

right-of-way.  He continued that that was not necessarily

physically delineated out there on the ground.  He stated that

it would be the responsibility of the Police to enforce the

scope of the permit.  He stated that they would double check

that.

Ms. Brown asked if they would also look at safety issues.

Ms. Cates replied in the affirmative.

Ms. Brown stated that the sight line was really their

concern.  

President Culver thanked Ms. Brown, Councilwoman Robinson,

Mr. Hamilton, and Ms. Cates.

Ms. Jackie Reed, 303 Jack Coleman Drive, appeared before
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the Council, stating that she wanted Santa Claus to bring each

of the Council members new microphones, noting that persons in

the audience could not hear one word they were saying.  

She stated that she had been talking about this for quite

some time, noting that the Council members were also mumbling,

and that persons could not hear them, and that she wanted to

hear what they had to say.

Ms. Reed thanked the Council for allowing the public to

speak and get involved.

Ms. Reed stated that she would like to recognize all the

young people who had gotten the awards and thank them for

everything they did to make the community a great place to

live.  She stated that she also wanted to thank other people in

the city who helped to make it a great place to live.

Ms. Reed stated that she was concerned about the school

buses running up and down the roads, six, eight, and twelve a

day.  She stated that she was very sad that the Council, as

leaders, had not gotten involved with the School Board to try

to save some of the schools.  She stated that she had a

16-year-old grandson who was driving now, so that she was

concerned with all the buses everywhere.  She stated that she

was sad that the Council had been in the middle of selling the

properties, that they had their hands out, helping all the

schools to be sold.  She stated that she would continue

preaching this until they got it straightened out.  She stated

that if Butler had not been sold, she would like to see it stay
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there.

Ms. Reed thanked her son and daughter for attending this

meeting with her, noting that they did not attend the meetings

too often, but they certainly heard about them from her.  She

stated that all the persons in the city needed to know more

about what was going on in government. 

Ms Reed asked that the Council hold agenda items 15.aa,

15.bb, and 15.dd out of the consolidation and explain these

items.

Ms. Reed stated that a lot of City employees had been

talking to her about the one-percent raise they had been given,

and that she had told them not to worry, that she was sure they

would come back and give them more money.  She continued that

their insurance had gone up, and, therefore, they didn't get

any increase.  She stated that they did a great job, and that

she believed the Council members did also, if they would just

listen to the public and the employees and do what was good and

right for all the people.

Councilman Kling stated that he believed there was some

merit to Ms. Reed's comments about the microphones, noting that

he had also heard this from other persons.  He stated that

perhaps they could do something concerning this, replacement or

repair.

President Culver stated that they would certainly look

into it.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda
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was Huntsville Utilities Items.

Councilman Showers read and introduced a resolution

authorizing approval for the replacement of a gas main in

Winchester Road (WBS MIG-WINCHESTER) (Utilities: Gas), as

follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-829)

Councilman Showers moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilwoman Robinson.

President Culver recognized Mr. Joe Gherdes of Huntsville

Utilities for an explanation of the above resolution.

Mr. Gherdes stated that this was associated with some of

the road work that was taking place on Winchester Road.  He

stated that this was a reimbursable project by ALDOT, so they

would be reimbursed for this work.  He stated that it was

relocating a line in order to accommodate the road work.

President Culver asked if there as any further discussion

of the resolution.

President Culver recognized Councilman Showers. 

Councilman Showers inquired as to the cost of the project.

Mr. Gherdes stated that he did not have the exact figure

at this time, but it was approximately $67,000.  He continued

that it was included in the paperwork that had been submitted

to the Council.  He reiterated that it would all be reimbursed

by ALDOT, as it was a State road project.

President Culver stated to Councilman Showers that the
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amount was $62,417.

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion

of this matter.

There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

resolution, and it was unanimously adopted by the Council

members present.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Board Appointments to Be Voted On.

President Culver read and introduced a resolution

reappointing Dr. Robert Chappell to the Special Care Facilities

Financing Authority of the City of Huntsville, Redstone

Village, for a term to begin November 9, 2015, and expire

November 8, 2021, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-830)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted by the Council

members present.

President Culver read and introduced a resolution

reappointing Charles "Gig" Robinson to the Educational Building

Authority of the City of Huntsville, Randolph School, for a

term to begin November 10, 2015, and expire November 10, 2021,

as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-831)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing
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resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted by the Council

members present.

President Culver read and introduced a resolution

reappointing Jim Daniel to the Huntsville Tennis Center Board

of Control, for a term to begin November 28, 2015, and expire

November 28, 2018, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-832)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

Councilwoman Robinson read and introduced a resolution

reappointing Dorothy Davidson to the Museum Board of the City

of Huntsville, for a term to begin November 5, 2015, and expire

October 8, 2021, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-833)

Councilwoman Robinson moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers and was unanimously adopted by the Council

members present.

Councilwoman Robinson read and introduced a resolution

reappointing John Wynn to the Museum Board of the City of

Huntsville, for a term to begin November 5, 2015, and expire

October 8, 2021, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-834)

Councilwoman Robinson moved for approval of the foregoing
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resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Board Appointment Nominations.

Councilman Showers nominated Dr. Barbara Jones for

reappointment to the Public Building Authority of the City of

Huntsville, for a term to begin December 14, 2015, and expire

December 14, 2021. 

Councilman Showers nominated Gwendolyn Ragland for

reappointment to the Community Development Citizens Advisory

Council, for a term to begin November 19, 2015, and expire

February 14, 2018. 

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Approval of Expenditures.

Councilman Showers read and introduced a resolution

authorizing expenditures for payment, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-835)

Councilman Showers moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

President Culver asked Councilman Showers if there was a

Finance Committee Report.

Councilman Showers replied in the affirmative.  He asked

Mr. Carlos Bowden to make a presentation to the Council.

Mr. Bowden stated that in the summer of 2014, the Council

had approved a project they were calling "Information
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Revolution," which he noted would replace financial systems in

the City.  He stated that they had successfully gone live on

this on October 1, noting that it was on time and within

budget.  He stated that they were continuing to work on the

project.

Mr. Bowden stated that he wanted to especially recognize

the ITS Department for their outstanding work in setting up the

servers and configuring the software, and training, and all

manner of things.  He stated that the Finance Department had

done a lot of work in creating a new chart of accounts and

implementing some new policies which were part of the

Information Revolution.  He continued that the City was still

getting used to these, but that it was going well.  He stated

that there was a learning curve to everything, but that he

could report that things were going well.

Mr. Bowden stated that the project was ongoing, however,

and that they were working on implementing payroll and HR by

the end of December.  He continued that in the following year,

they would be implementing modules that would cover inventory, 

procurement, work orders, and fixed assets.

Mr. Bowden stated that he would also like to recognize the

software vendor, Tyler Technologies, noting that they had done

an outstanding job and had been a great partner with which to

work.

Mr. Bowden stated that this project had touched every

department in the City, and that he had received nothing but
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outstanding cooperation, and that he was very appreciative of

this.  He stated that it had been a pleasure to work on this

project.

Councilman Showers asked Mr. Ken Benion, Acting Director

of Finance, for a finance report.

Mr. Benion stated that he wanted to present an update on

the sales tax receipts through the end of the fiscal year,

September 30, 2015.  He stated that these were still

preliminary numbers, but that in looking at these numbers, it

appeared that they would be up for the year-to-date number in

the amount of 4.1 percent.  He continued that they had budgeted

3.2 percent, so that this would mean they had come in ahead of

budget, which he noted was a good thing.  He continued that

they still had some other numbers to feed into the system, and

that they should have the revenue numbers finalized by the next

Regular Meeting of the Council.

President Culver asked Councilman Showers if there was

anything further.

Councilman Showers replied in the negative.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Communications from the Mayor.

Mayor Battle stated that he would like to make the

following appointments:

Carlos Mathews to the Planning Commission of the City of

Huntsville, for a three-year term to expire October 26, 2018.

Donna Hendricks to the Planning Commission of the City of
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Huntsville, for a three-year term to expire October 26, 2018.

Lafreeda Jordan to the Planning Commission of the City of

Huntsville, for a three-year term to expire October 26, 2018.

Mayor Battle stated that he also had some recommendations

for appointments, for which he would need Council approval.

Mayor Battle stated that, as most persons were aware,

Randy Taylor had left the City in September.  He continued that

they had been looking for a replacement, noting that Mr. Benion

had been very kind to have stepped in as Interim Director of

Finance during this time.  He stated that they had now done a

wide search and had arrived on a candidate that he felt would

be very good for the City of Huntsville. 

Mayor Battle asked the Council for approval of the

appointment of Margaret Sargent to the position of Director of

Finance, at Grade 23, Step 11, with an effective date of

December 7, 2015.

Mayor Battle stated that Ms. Sargent worked at

Teledyne Brown, as comptroller, noting that she had worked

there for 12 years and had moved all the way up through the

Finance Department, in many, many roles.  He continued that she

was someone who liked to dig into finances, to see why they

worked and how they worked, and that he believed she would be a

very good appointment for the City and work very well as

Director of Finance.

Councilman Kling moved to approve the appointment of

Margaret Sargent to the position of Director of Finance, at
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Grade 23, Step 11, with an effective date of December 7, 2015.

Said motion was duly seconded by Councilwoman Robinson.

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion

on this matter.

There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on the above motion,

and it was unanimously approved by the Council members present.

President Culver asked that Ms. Sargent stand to be

recognized at this time.

President Culver congratulated Ms. Sargent on the

appointment.

Mayor Battle stated that Peter Joffrion, the long-time

City Attorney, would be retiring on January 1, 2016.  He stated

that as Mr. Joffrion left, they should celebrate the time he

had worked with the City, noting that he had served the City

well for a long time, that he had done yeoman work and had

certainly been a great asset for the City of Huntsville.  

Mayor Battle asked the Council for approval of the

appointment of Marion "Trey" Riley to the position of

City Attorney, at Grade 23, Step 16, with an effective date of

January 1, 2016.

Mayor Battle stated that Mr. Riley had been in private

practice in the city for approximately 30 years, doing both

plaintiff and defense work.  He continued that he would be

coming into the City as an attorney with many years of

experience.  He asked Mr. Riley to stand to be recognized.
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Councilman Kling moved for approval of the appointment of

Marion "Trey" Riley to the position of City Attorney, at

Grade 23, Step 16, with an effective date of January 1, 2016.

Said motion was duly seconded by Councilwoman Robinson.

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion

of this matter.

There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on the above motion,

and it was unanimously approved by the Council members present.

President Culver congratulated Mr. Riley.

Mayor Battle stated that the third recommendation for

appointment was one that was really difficult to do, because

Chuck Hagood had been with the City of Huntsville for more than

four decades.  He stated that Mr. Hagood had come to him some

time back, stating that he needed to retire, and that he had

asked him to just hang on for a little while, but that then he

had come back again saying that he needed to retire.  He stated

that he wanted to thank Mr. Hagood for the 42 years he had been

with the City.  He continued that Mr. Hagood had said that when 

he left, he would not be hanging up his phone, so that if they

needed something, they could call him, and he would help them,

and that he would help them get through elections, et cetera. 

He stated that he wanted to thank Mr. Hagood for 42 great

years, noting that they would have more time to thank him prior

to his leaving.

Mayor Battle asked the Council for approval of the
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appointment of Kenneth Benion to the position of

Clerk-Treasurer, at Grade 23, Step 13, with an effective date

of January 1, 2016.

Mayor Battle stated that Mr. Benion had worked with the

City in Community Development, first working in Finance and

then becoming Director of Community Development, and that he

was now Interim Director of Finance and was doing a wonderful

job.  He continued that he had also worked in the City of

Fairfield as the Clerk-Treasurer.  He stated that he really

looked forward to working with him in this capacity, that he

would be a great asset for the City.  

Councilman Showers moved for approval of the appointment

of Kenneth Benion to the position of Clerk-Treasurer, at

Grade 23, Step 13, with an effective date of January 1, 2016.

Said motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling.

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion

of this matter.

There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on the above motion,

and it was unanimously approved by the Council members present.

President Culver congratulated Mr. Benion.  He stated that

he would also like to congratulate the current Clerk-Treasurer,

Mr. Hagood.

Mayor Battle stated that Veterans Day activities would be

coming up the following week, noting that the city turned

Veterans Day into Veterans Week, and stated that he felt this
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was very fitting for the community.  He stated that they would

honor those who had served the country and would also honor the

active soldiers at Redstone Arsenal.  He stated that there

would be events on November 10th, 11th, and 12th, and perhaps

on the 13th.  He asked that persons come out and show their

support, noting that there would be a big parade on

November 11th to honor those persons who had served and served

so well.

Mayor Battle stated that on November 14th, persons could

come to John Hunt Park and plant a tree and take home a tree,

noting that the trees would be free.  He stated that there

would also be lessons on how to compost.  He stated that the

event would be from 9 a.m. to 12 noon.

Mayor Battle stated that he wanted to thank the Council

for working with him on the appointments that had just been

made, noting that appointments were not always easy, that they

had new persons coming into the City in positions where they

had had leadership in place for year after year, leadership

that they had known and trusted, and that it was a little bit

of a change.  He continued that he did want to say that he

believed they had picked some very good people who would work

very hard, and work hard to develop persons’ trust.  He thanked

the Council for working with the Administration to do this.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Communications from Council Members.

President Culver recognized Councilman Showers.
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Councilman Showers stated that he wanted to remind

everyone that on the following day at 12 noon, Mayor Battle

would present the “State of the City,” at a luncheon at the

Von Braun Center North Hall.

Councilman Showers stated that on the following Sunday,

the Lakeside United Methodist Church would have their

115th Annual Harvest.  He continued that the church was located

at 3738 Meridian Street NE.

Councilman Showers stated that on Wednesday, November 11,

there would be Veterans Day dedication ceremonies downtown.

Councilman Showers stated that on Thursday, November 12,

there would be the Alabama A&M University Veterans Day program,

and that there would be a VIP luncheon at 12:30 p.m.

Councilman Showers stated that on Friday, November 13,

there would be an Achievement Week/Veterans Banquet at the

Omega Center at 181 Import Circle, at 7 p.m.

Councilman Showers stated that on the Sunday at 5 p.m.,

there would be a ribbon-cutting ceremony for Love's Ministry,

at 3400 Blue Spring Road.

President Culver recognized Councilwoman Robinson.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that there were a number of

events that had taken place over the prior couple of weeks. 

She continued that there had been the opening of the new dog

park at Southside Park.  She stated that she had had a

tremendous response from the public about the quality of the

work that Parks and Recreation, Mr. Ivey and his team, had done
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in creating a great venue for dogs and their owners.  She

stated that to celebrate this park, they had held a Halloween

Dog Walk on October 31st.  She thanked the Mayor for attending

this event.  She continued that they had had approximately 50

dogs come in costume, and that they had given away prizes to

the dogs and their owners.  She thanked Karen Sheppard of

Animal Control, Patsy Ducote of the Bailey Cove Library, and

Huntsville South for supporting them with prizes and treats,

and lots of wonderful, adoptable dogs.  She stated that it had

been a good time for everyone.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that she had had the

opportunity over the prior couple of weeks to meet with the

Whitesburg Estates Civic Association residents from The Dairy

at Oak Grove and had heard their concerns.  She stated that she

wanted to thank all the City department heads who had been so

responsive to these concerns about streets and traffic and

drainage, and all kinds of other things that had been raised.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that she had held her final

town meeting of the year the prior week, and thanked

President Culver for attending that meeting.  She stated that

Captain McCarver, the new South Precinct Captain, had spoken

and shared an update on public safety in South Huntsville.  She

continued that Dr. Harry Hobbs from Huntsville Utilities had

talked about the new energy program.  She stated that it had

been a great meeting, with great discussion.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that she had recently had the
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opportunity to visit the new water plant that was being built

in Guntersville.  She stated that Tony Owens and John Olshefski

had taken her on that tour, and that it had been very

impressive.  She stated that if any of the other Council

members were interested in going, she wanted them to know that

it was well worth the time it would take to go and see the

miles of pipe that was being laid, all the way into Owens Cross

Roads from Guntersville, and also to see the pumping station on

the lake, and the actual facility itself.  She continued that

it was very, very impressive.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that the South Huntsville

Business Association would be meeting on the following Tuesday,

November 10, at 3 o'clock at the Huntsville Business Hub.  She

stated that Kathy Martin and representatives from ALDOT would

be giving updates on the overpass projects that were coming in,

noting that she believed this would be a good discussion for

everyone.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that the HudsonAlpha

Institute had held their "Tie the Ribbons" luncheon the prior

week, and they had announced their new initiative, "Information

is Power.”  She stated that this was an incredible program,

where they were going to offer free genetic testing to all

women who were 30 years old in Madison County.  She stated that

this testing would be for breast, ovarian, and approximately

five other cancers.  She stated that this was an incredible

opportunity.
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Councilwoman Robinson stated that every 30-year-old woman

in Madison County could obtain a test kit by going to

hudsonalpha.org/information-is-power.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that the City of Madison and

Madison County had both pledged their support to this program,

and that she hoped the City of Huntsville would also support

it, noting that it would be a tremendous benefit to these

women, particularly those who were low-income and would not be

able to obtain counseling from their doctor in regard to these

diseases.  She stated that she planned to introduce a

resolution asking for the City to support the HudsonAlpha

"Information is Power" program.  She stated that she certainly

hoped that all women 30 years old in Madison County would take

advantage of this.

Councilman Kling stated that on the prior Saturday, it had

been a great morning to go out and watch a great group of

soccer players at the AYSO Soccer Tournament.  He continued

that it had been his privilege to go out and bring greetings on

behalf of the Mayor and the Council.  He stated that he had

learned that there were more than two million persons who were

playing soccer in the United States, and that there were a

number of local volunteers involved with this association in

the community, that it was a great program.  He continued that

he certainly appreciated the outstanding work that had been

done by the Recreation Department, noting that the soccer

fields were in pristine condition, and that he believed
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everyone had had a great time.

Councilman Kling stated that on the following Tuesday

evening, November 10, the Westlawn community and other

neighborhoods would be having a meeting with representatives of

the Planning Commission.  He stated that he believed this would

be a very important meeting to have some feedback and some

ideas, working together to see about some things that could be

done in the community.  

Councilman Kling stated that with the Westlawn School

property project, there had been some things that had been

worked out between the Planning Department and the developer,

concerning the plans for shops, coffee stands, and restaurants

going in on the first floor of the school building.  He

continued that he felt this was something that would be

helpful.  He stated that, also, based upon feedback he had

received, there was going to be a turn lane put in, and that,

in addition, there were going to be some traffic signalization

studies that would also take place on the Bob Wallace side.  He

stated that he was looking forward to the meeting on the

following Tuesday.

Councilman Kling stated that Veterans Day activities had

been mentioned, and that one thing that was really big and that

he would encourage people from the community to come out and

attend was the Veterans Day Parade that would be taking place

at 11 a.m.  He stated that persons did not need a ticket or a

pass, that they should just come on down for this parade,
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noting that it was a great chance to see some great things that

were taking place in the community in support of the military. 

He stated that he certainly hoped people would come out for

this.  He reiterated that it would be on Veterans Day at

11 a.m., and stated that it should be a great parade. 

Councilman Kling stated that on Monday, November 16, he

would be holding his monthly town meeting at the Library at

7 p.m.  He stated that he would certainly appreciate and

welcome anyone who was interested in attending.

Councilman Kling stated that he wanted to make sure the

message got out that beginning in January, based on feedback he

had received from members of the public, the starting time of

his town meetings would be changed from 7 p.m. to 6 p.m.  He

stated that for the remainder of the year, these would be at

7 p.m., but in January they would move the time up to 6 p.m.,

noting that the meetings would be on the third Monday of the

month.

President Culver stated that he would like to ditto some

of the things Councilwoman Robinson had said about her

town hall meeting, noting that it had been very informative and

very well put together.  He stated that her district residents

should be glad they had her as their Council representative.

President Culver stated that on November 21st, they would

host their annual "Feed the Homeless" event at Macedonia PB

Church on Dupree-Worthey Road.  He thanked Mr. Tommy Brown,

Director of Parking and Public Transit, for his help in



-34-

providing buses on that day.  He stated that he would try to

get a number to him in terms of how many persons were

anticipated to attend.  He continued that persons were picked

up from the Downtown Rescue Mission, the Breaking Free Rescue

Mission, the Salvation Army, as well as another location, and

including First Stop and places such as that.  He stated that

they not only fed these persons but also provided them with

coats and blankets and care packages.  He stated that they

looked forward to doing this on November 21st.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Unfinished business Items for Action.

Councilman Showers moved for approval of Ordinance

No. 15-805, amending Section 8.19, Longevity Pay, of Ordinance

No. 04-315, Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual, which

ordinance was introduced at the October 22, 2015, Regular 

Council Meeting, as follows:

(ORDINANCE NO. 15-805)

Said motion was duly seconded by Councilwoman Robinson.

President Culver asked Mr. Byron Thomas, Director of Human

Resources, for an explanation of the above ordinance.

Mr. Thomas stated that this amendment was necessary in

order to revise the longevity pay, based upon their moving to

the new Munis System.  He stated that this would allow them to

pay the longevity pay once per fiscal year rather than twice. 

He stated that this was the only change.

President Culver asked if they had the funds to do this or
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if it would create a difficulty on finances.  He continued that

he was aware that Mr. Thomas was not the Finance Director.

Mr. Thomas stated that Mr. Benion had not advised him that

there would be any problem, and stated that it would not be a

problem with that.  He stated that it had been recommended by

the Finance Department that they do this.

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion

of this matter.

There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on Ordinance

No. 15-805, and it was unanimously adopted by the Council

members present.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was New Business Items for Introduction.

President Culver read and introduced Ordinance No. 15-837,

annexing land lying east of US Highway 431 South and on the

west side of Goose Ridge Drive. 

President Culver read and introduced Ordinance No. 15-838,

amending Section 18, Drug and Alcohol Policy, of Ordinance

No. 04-315, Personnel Policies and Procedures, in order to

comply with Department of Transportation Regulations.

President Culver recognized Councilman Showers.

Councilman Showers asked if Mr. Thomas could explain the

above ordinance.

Mr. Thomas stated that each year the Drug and Alcohol

Program was audited by Federal auditors.  He continued that
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they had done their annual audit, and that everything was fine,

but that they did want them to make one minor correction to the

subcategory listings for the drugs for which they tested.  He

continued that that was what this amendment was for.  He stated

that, also, the title of Pam Stephens, who managed the program

and did a great job, had changed, so that they needed to modify

that as well.

Councilman Showers inquired of Mr. Thomas as to

Ms. Stephens’ title.

Mr. Thomas stated that it was Health Center Resources and

Program Manager.

President Culver recognized Councilwoman Robinson.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that she had asked Mr. Thomas

to send her a copy of the original policy with the markup of

the changes, and that that had been very helpful and

informative to her.  She stated that she was not aware as to

whether or not this had been a regular practice but stated that

she would like to suggest that when there were policy changes, 

the Council members get a markup copy so they could see side by

side how this worked.  She reiterated that it had been very

helpful to her.

Mr. Thomas stated that they would take care of that.

President Culver stated that if the Council members would

like that, they would certainly make it a part of their policy.

President Culver stated that the above ordinances would be

taken up at the next Regular Meeting of the Council.
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President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was New Business Items for Consideration or Action.

President Culver moved for approval of a request for

authorization to advertise and full one Community Services

Worker Supervisor position, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Kling and was unanimously approved by the Council

members present.

President Culver moved for approval of a request for

authorization to advertise and fill one General Clerk II

position, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously approved by the Council members present.

President Culver read and introduced an ordinance to

declare surplus equipment, identified in Exhibit "A," as

surplus and dispose of per the agreement with Fowler Auction,

as follows:

(ORDINANCE NO. 15-839)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

ordinance, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

President Culver read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement between the

City of Huntsville and Thycon Construction Company for

Construction Services for the Huntsville Depot Museum, located

at 404 Madison Street, Huntsville, Alabama 35801, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-840)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing
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resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

President Culver read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement between the

City of Huntsville and Croy Engineering, LLC, for Engineering

Services for the new Huntsville Police Department Firing Range,

as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-841)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

President Culver read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to enter into agreements with the low

bidders meeting specifications as outlined in the attached

Summary of Bids for Acceptance, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-842)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

President Culver read and introduced an ordinance amending

Budget Ordinance No. 14-665 by changing appropriated funding

for various departments and funds, as follows:

(ORDINANCE NO. 15-843)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

ordinance, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.
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President Culver read and introduced a resolution

approving travel expense reports, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-844)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

President Culver read and introduced an ordinance amending

Budget Ordinance No. 15-642 by changing the authorized

personnel strength in various departments and funds, as

follows:

(ORDINANCE NO. 15-845)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

ordinance, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

President Culver read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to execute Supplemental Agreement

No. 1 between the State of Alabama and the City of Huntsville

regarding Preliminary Engineering, Right-of-Way Acquisition,

Utility and Construction, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-846)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

President Culver read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to enter into a Revocable License

Agreement between the City of Huntsville and
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U.G. White Hardware, LLC, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-847)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

President Culver read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the City Attorney to settle the claim of

Marie Eslick, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-848)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

President Culver read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the City Clerk-Treasurer to invoke Progress Bank

Letter of Credit No. 9000282700 for Midtowne on the Park

Phase 4 Subdivision, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-849)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

President Culver read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the City Clerk-Treasurer to invoke Travelers Surety

Bond Letter of Credit No. BE0931542 for Stonemark Subdivision,

as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-850)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing
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resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

President Culver read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the City Clerk-Treasurer to invoke CB&S Bank Letter

of Credit No. 555579 for Anslee Farms Phase 1-A Subdivision, as

follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-851)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

President Culver read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the City Clerk-Treasurer to invoke BancorpSouth

Letter of Credit No. 362000832393 for Coventry Phase 2 at

McMullen Cove Subdivision, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-852)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

President Culver read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the City Clerk-Treasurer to invoke BancorpSouth

Letter of Credit No. 367000581608 for Little Mountain

Subdivision Phase II, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-853)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.
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President Culver read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the City Clerk-Treasurer to invoke BancorpSouth

Letter of Credit No. 362000515942 for Magnolia Village at

Lake Forest Subdivision, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-854)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

President Culver read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to execute Modification No. 23 to the

Supplemental Development Agreement, TIF5, Series 2010-B, to the

Annexation and Development Agreement between the City of

Huntsville and LW Redstone Company, LLC, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-855)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

President Culver read and introduced an ordinance

declaring property at Stokes Street and Hall Avenue as surplus

and no longer needed for a municipal purpose and conveying it

to Gary W. Kinney, as follows:

(ORDINANCE NO. 15-856)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

ordinance, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

President Culver read and introduced a resolution
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authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement between the

City of Huntsville and Littlejohn Engineering Associates, Inc.,

for Engineering Design Services for Chase Farm Industrial

Access Road Extension and Improvements, Project No. 71-16-RD01,

as follows:

(ORDINANCE NO. 15-857)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

ordinance, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

President Culver moved for approval to advertise and fill

position of Traffic Improvements Projects Manager, Pay

Grade 18, and to fill position at steps higher than minimum

within the pay grade if necessary, which motion was duly

seconded by Councilman Kling and was unanimously approved by

the Council members present.

President Culver read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the City Attorney to seek a forfeiture of the

surety bond issued by Platte River Insurance Company, as

follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-858)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

President Culver read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the City Attorney to seek a forfeiture of the

surety bond issued by Platte River Insurance Company, as
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follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-859)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

President Culver read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to enter a Special Employee Agreement

between the City of Huntsville and Carlos L. Bowden, as

follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-860)

President Culver moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilwoman Robinson.

President Culver recognized Mr. Benion, Acting Director of

Finance.

Mr. Benion stated that Mr. Bowden had spoken earlier about

the modules and the additional modules they planned to

implement as a part of the Munis System.  He stated that

Mr. Bowden's current contract would expire at the end of

February of 2016, and that they did not want to lose him in the

middle of this implementation, so they wanted to go ahead and

extend his contract, to add some stability to his situation. 

He stated that that was what was before the Council.

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion

of the above resolution.

President Culver recognized Councilwoman Robinson.
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Councilwoman Robinson stated that she felt this was a

pretty significant project, and that it was important to have

continuity.

President Culver stated that he certainly concurred with

that.

President Culver asked if there was any further

discussion.

There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on Resolution

No. 15-860, and it was unanimously adopted by the Council

members present.

Councilman Showers read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to execute an agreement with the

State of Alabama regarding the Transportation Planning Process

for the Huntsville Urbanized Area, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-861)

Councilman Showers moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilwoman Robinson.

President Culver recognized Ms. Tanjie Kling of the

Planning Department.

Ms. Kling stated that the Federal Highway Administration

and the State of Alabama had requested that the Metropolitan

Planning Organization's Planning Agreement be amended at this

time.  She stated that the Agreement had been approved

previously in 2009, but that it had been in effect,
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essentially, for the metropolitan area since the 1970's.  She

stated that it basically ensured that a continuing cooperative

and comprehensive Transportation Planning Process would remain

in effect for the metropolitan area, noting that this would

include the jurisdictions of Madison County, the City of

Huntsville, the City of Madison, the Town of Triana, the

Town of Owens Cross Roads, and also, to some extent, the

TARCOG region.  She continued that it also allowed all the

member jurisdictions to continue to reap the benefits of

Federal funds for Federal aid projects for transportation work.

Ms. Kling stated that this amended Agreement was pretty

much the same as the previous one signed by all jurisdictions,

with just a couple of minor changes to reflect updates in the

citation of Federal legislation, regulations, and ALDOT

policies, in addition to clarifying some indemnification

language.

President Culver thanked Ms. Kling for her presentation.

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion

of the above resolution.

There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

resolution, and it was unanimously adopted by the Council

members present.

Councilwoman Robinson read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to execute a Lease Agreement between

U.G. White Hardware, LLC, and the City of Huntsville, for the
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Lease of Office Space at 115 East Clinton Avenue, Huntsville,

Alabama, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-862)

Councilwoman Robinson moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers.

President Culver recognized Councilwoman Robinson.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that she had asked for this

item to be considered separately because she wanted to have a

discussion about the purpose of the lease, noting that they

would be leasing 1,000 square feet downtown, behind the new

U.G. White Hardware.  She stated that she did not know who

would like to address this.

Mr. Hamilton stated that he could address it.  He stated

that many persons were aware that the Mason Building had

recently sold, and, in fact, the Council had taken action on a

facade easement to protect the historic nature of the building. 

He stated that there was a retailer, U.G. White, that would

soon open on the ground floor and the mezzanine level, and that

they would sublease to another entity for a

restaurant/entertainment-type venue on the third floor.  He

stated that what many persons did not realize was that on the

back of that building, there was actually a separate space,

accessible from the back, that was now a small office, of

approximately 1,000 square feet.

Mr. Hamilton stated that as they had been working with the
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Police Department, and specifically with SOD, the Special

Operations Division, in looking at how to resource their

coverage for the growing number of events occurring in the

downtown area, Chief Morris had actually recognized a need to

give them some space in that area for a command post, much like

a substation, in order to properly cover all those events.

Mr. Hamilton stated that often times on weekends, there

would be a 5k race in the morning, a parade in the middle of

the day, and other events at nighttime, so they were regularly

moving shifts in and out, not only sworn officers but

oftentimes persons that worked with them, crossing guards,

et cetera, to assist with these events.  He continued that they

would be coming in on multiple shifts throughout the day, so

they had seen value in a small space that would give them the

capacity for some command and control within the downtown area.

Mr. Hamilton stated that the back of this building was

actually very strategically located, noting that there were

three different alleyways that terminated at the back of the

building, so that it provided good pedestrian and bicycle

access in multiple directions, to Washington, Jefferson,

Holmes, and Clinton.  He continued that it was a good, central

location relative to many of the events that occurred, that it

was right by the Federal Courthouse, and some other areas where

there was a growing population.

Mr. Hamilton stated that they would flesh this out as they

occupied the space, and that as they continued to see these



-49-

events evolve, they would have the space available to give them

that capacity.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that it had occurred to her

that this was not just an issue of the number of events they

were having, but also how many people attended these events. 

She continued that there were some of these events that drew

thousands of people and that they needed to make sure there was

a safe environment so people would feel good about coming into

the area and want to come back.

Mr. Hamilton stated that Councilwoman Robinson was correct

in this, noting that it was not only thousands of people, but

that they had seen some of the food truck rallies where there

would be more than 5,000 people.  He continued that a lot of

these events really impacted the road network and the traffic. 

He stated that the Police Department put in a lot of effort,

along with the organizers of these events, to make sure they

had the ability to respond to emergency situations, and things

such as that.  He stated that by having this kind of central

command post, it would make this process even more efficient

for them.

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion

of the above resolution.

There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on Resolution

No. 15-862, and it was unanimously adopted by the Council

members present.
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Councilman Showers read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement between the

City of Huntsville and Christopher Contractors, Inc., to accept

assignment of the contract with Christopher Professional

Enterprises, Inc., as of January 20, 2015, Resolution

No. 14-192, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-863)

Councilman Showers moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilwoman Robinson.

President Culver recognized Ms. Kathy Martin, Director of

City Engineering.

Ms. Martin stated that this was an assignment of a

existing contract due to a name change, noting that the company

name had been changed from Christopher Professional Enterprises

to Christopher Contractors.  She continued that there was no

cost to the City for this assignment.

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion

of the above resolution.

There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

resolution, and it was unanimously adopted by the Council

members present.

Councilman Showers read and introduced an ordinance

declaring 18 unusable Traffic Sign Posts as surplus and

donating them to Lowe's Home Improvement Warehouse, as follows:
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(ORDINANCE NO. 15-864)

Councilman Showers moved for approval of the foregoing

ordinance, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilwoman Robinson.

President Culver recognized Dan Sanders, Interim Director 

of Traffic Engineering.

Mr. Sanders stated that what they were asking for

permission to do was to take 18 sign posts that were

essentially on the scrap heap and donate them, as surplus, to

Lowe's for their role in the Wounded Warrior Project to

establish reserve parking spaces at, he believed, three of

their local stores.  He stated that if it was all right, he

would like to ask Dana Hodges, whom he noted was with Lowe's,

to speak concerning Lowe's role in this project.

President Culver recognized Ms. Hodges.

Ms. Hodges appeared before the Council, stating that she

worked at the Lowe's in the Hampton Cove/Owens Cross Roads

area.  She stated that many of their stores in Florida,

Georgia, and Alabama had received six signs each to use in

their Wounded Warrior Family Support Program, and that they had

put up the signs for the combat wounded who were coming back

from war and those that had served previously.

Ms. Hodges stated that the local Lowe’s were asking for

these posts because even though they were a home improvement

store, they did not carry these particular posts, but they did

carry everything else so that the signs could be installed.
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Ms. Hodges stated that she had a sign with her and

displayed it to the Council and the audience, stating that it

was the sign that would be going up.  She continued that the

signs were free from the Foundation, that persons would just

pay for shipping.

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion

of the above resolution.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that she felt it was a very

worthy project.

President Culver stated that he believed all the

Councilpersons would agree with that.

President Culver thanked Ms. Hodges for what they were

doing.

President Culver called for the vote on Resolution

No. 15-864, and it was unanimously adopted by the Council

members present.

Councilman Showers read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement between the

City of Huntsville and Intergraph Corporation to renew the

annual maintenance and support for ILEADS, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-865)

Councilman Showers moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling.

President Culver recognized Mr. Bill Steiner, Director of

Information Technology Services.

Mr. Steiner stated that this was a routine annual
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maintenance renewal for the software for the Records Management

System used throughout the Huntsville Police Department.

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion

of the above resolution.

There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

resolution, and it was unanimously adopted by the Council

members present.

Councilman Showers read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to enter into a License Agreement between

the City of Huntsville and Downtown Huntsville, Inc., for

Tinsel Trail in Big Spring Park, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-866)

Councilman Showers moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilwoman Robinson.

President Culver recognized Mr. Steve Ivey, Manager of

Parks and Recreation.

Mr. Ivey stated that this was to let persons know that the

holiday season was just around the corner, that this was an

agreement with Downtown, Inc., for Tinsel Trail, the annual

Christmas trees that went throughout the park.

President Culver stated that he always looked forward to

seeing these trees when he came down to the Municipal Building.

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion

on the above resolution.
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There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

resolution, and it was unanimously adopted by the Council

members present.

Councilman Showers read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to enter into a License Agreement between

the City of Huntsville and the Museum Board of the City of

Huntsville, for the Ice Rink in Big Spring Park, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-867)

Councilman Showers moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilwoman Robinson.

President Culver recognized Mr. Steve Ivey.

Mr. Ivey stated that this was an agreement with the

Art Museum, noting that they put the Ice Rink down and kept it

up for the holidays.

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion

of this matter.

There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

resolution, and it was unanimously adopted by the Council

members present.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Legal Department Items/Transactions.

Councilman Showers read and introduced an ordinance

authorizing the vacation of Utility and Drainage Easements for
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Tract B, Midtowne Phase 2, Midtowne Lane, as follows:

(ORDINANCE NO. 15-868)

Councilman Showers moved for approval of the foregoing

ordinance, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling.

President Culver asked if there was any discussion of this

matter.

There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

ordinance, and it was unanimously adopted by the Council

members present.

 Councilman Showers read and introduced an ordinance

authorizing the vacation of Utility and Drainage Easements for

Watercress Phase 2A, as follows:

(ORDINANCE NO. 15-869)

Councilman Showers moved for approval of the foregoing

ordinance, which motion was duly seconded by President Culver.

President Culver asked if there was any discussion of the

above matter.

There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

ordinance, and it was unanimously adopted by the Council

members present.

President Culver recognized Councilman Kling.

Councilman Kling asked if he might have a moment of

privilege to raise an issue that he had intended to bring up

during his earlier Council member comments.
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President Culver responded in the affirmative.

Councilman Kling stated that Ms. Cotney was not present at

the meeting, but that she had frequently spoken to the Council

concerning issues pertaining to the homeless.  He stated that

she had been a hard-working person in the community, stating

that not many persons were aware of it, but that she had

actually run for the School Board several years prior.  He

stated that she had frequently attended his town meetings,

expressing concern about issues they had from time to time.  He

stated that she was homeless, as persons were aware, and that

she had had some issues as far as trying to find an apartment

where she could stay.  He continued that she had stayed at

various places, such as the Salvation Army, and that she had

been trying to find an apartment that she could afford, through

a program.

Councilman Kling stated that Ms. Cotney had laid out

everything concerning her situation.  He stated that he would

like to give this to Ms. Michelle Jordan if he could, and have

them see if someone could look into this situation and

determine if there was anything the City could be doing for

Ms. Cotney that they were not doing.  He stated that she was

working and trying to make a better life for herself, as other

persons were.  He stated that it appeared that she had laid

everything out in this paperwork.  He stated that he would pass

this to Mr. Hamilton to be relayed to Ms. Jordan.  He

reiterated that he just wanted to see if they were doing
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everything they could be doing for Ms. Cotney.

Councilman Kling stated to Ms. Jordan that they were very

glad to see her in attendance at the meeting, that they were

aware that she had had a lot of issues, and that they were very

supportive of her.

President Culver stated to Ms. Jordan that if he could

help with this situation concerning Ms. Cotney, as a member of

the Board of Community Action Partnership and what they did,

his door was certainly open.  He thanked her for taking this.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Non-Roster Communications from the Public.  He stated that

if persons would like to address the Council at this time, they

should go to a microphone and state their name, and that they

would have approximately three minutes to address the Council. 

He stated that if persons were thinking about speaking, they

should position themselves in proximity to the microphones.

Ms. Jackie Reed, Jack Coleman Drive, appeared before the

Council, stating that she wanted to congratulate all the new

City employees and stated that she looked forward to working

with each and every one of them.

Ms. Reed stated that she was concerned about so many

persons retiring, and especially Mr. Hagood.  She asked who

would question her every time she ran for office, noting that

she did not know what she would do if she decided to run again,

noting that she had been doing this for several years.

Ms. Reed stated that she had seen Mr. Trey Riley at
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Council meetings, and that when she heard Mr. Joffrion was

retiring, she had made the connection.

Ms. Reed stated that she would like to thank Joy McKee,

Director of Cemeteries, for a beautiful cemetery, with 2200

new cemetery plots that would be coming up for sale.

Ms. Reed stated that she wanted to thank Mayor Battle for

the merge reflectors that were being put in place in the city,

where persons could turn right and turn left, and all of that.

Ms. Reed asked that they not put too many trees in

John Hunt Park before it would be decided as to what would go

in there.  She continued that they should not put too many

trees in until they had the layout and the public approved what

they were going to do.  She stated that she was not a

tree-hugger.  She stated that they would plant all these trees,

and persons would not be able to see there.  She stated that,

of course, she would like to thank them for the crapemyrtle

outside the building with her name on it.

President Culver asked if there was anyone else who would

like to address the Council at this time.

There was no response.
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Upon motion, duly seconded, the meeting was

adjourned.

_______________________________
PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL

ATTEST:

_________________________
CITY CLERK-TREASURER


